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MARSHALL CAREER SERVICES      
BY ZACHARY MORRIS
THE PARTHENON
President Barack Obama 
spoke Tuesday at the Uni-
versity of  North Carolina 
– Chapel Hill and at the Uni-
versity of  Colorado at Boulder 
about the critical need of  Con-
gress to prevent student loan 
interest rates from doubling 
this summer.
According to a press release 
from the White House, more 
than 7.4 million Americans 
will see the interest rates on 
their student loans double if  
Congress doesn’t take action 
before July 1 to keep them low.
 “That would be, obviously, 
a tremendous blow,” Obama 
said, “and it’s completely 
preventable.” 
President Obama said this 
issue is extremely important 
to him because he understands 
the importance of education.
“I’ve always believed we 
should be doing everything we 
can to help put higher educa-
tion within reach for every 
single American student,” 
Obama said. “Because the 
unemployment rate for Amer-
icans with at least a college 
degree is about half  the na-
tional average — and it’s never 
been more important.  Unfor-
tunately, it’s also never been 
more expensive.  
“This is something Mi-
chelle and I know about 
fi rsthand,” Obama said. “Mi-
chelle and I, we’ve been in your 
shoes. So when we graduated 
from college and law school, we 
had a mountain of debt. When 
we married, we got poorer 
together. For the fi rst eight 
years of our marriage, we were 
paying more in student loans 
than what we paying for our 
mortgage.”
Obama said this comes at a 
time when students owe more 
in student loans than they 
do in credit card debts and 
America “can’t cut its way to 
prosperity.”
Assistant to the President 
and director of  the White 
House Domestic Policy Coun-
cil Cecilia Muñoz said they 
are taking action now to get a 
one-year extension on the in-
terest rates so, over the next 
year, they can generate more 
conversation and spur more 
action from constituents to 
prevent the interest rates in-
crease in the long term.
Adam Fridley, chairman 
of  the Student Advocates for 
Legislative Advancement, 
said he is upset over the way 
Congress is handling this 
situation.
“It is sad for me to see 
BY FRANCES LAZELL
THE PARTHENON
Faculty and students 
celebrated the Marshall 
University College of  Busi-
ness’s 43rd birthday on 
Buskirk Field on Tuesday.
College of  business 
Rosie McVey,  recruitment 
and retention graduate as-
sistant, said the event was 
intended to celebrate the 
college’s birthday and to 
spread the word about 
the courses the college of  
business offers.
“In addition to celebrat-
ing our 43rd anniversary, 
we are really trying to 
get our name out there,” 
McVey said. “We have in-
formation about the college 
of business available for 
any students who are inter-
ested in being a part of our 
college.”
The celebration, which 
was open to all Marshall stu-
dents and faculty, included 
free food, entertainment 
and informational tables. 
The college of business 
advising staff  attended the 
event to answer any ques-
tions about the majors 
offered.
“We have lots of  infor-
mational brochures on all 
of  our different majors, 
minors and the college 
of  business as a whole,” 
McVey said. “We have a 
couple new majors that 
were just developed, which 
include energy manage-
ment and a new double 
major that is also part of  
the college of  liberal arts.”
The college recently 
CHUCK LIDDY | RALEIGH NEWS & OBSERVER | MCT
President Barack Obama gestures as he delivers a speech at the University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill, North Carolina on Tuesday. Obama gave a speech regarding about college tuition loans. 
OBAMA TAKES ACTION
COB celebrates 43rd birthday
BY ANDREW FROBEL
THE PARTHENON 
Recent changes to the 
Pell grant have made re-
ceiving fi nancial aid a 
diffi cult proccess.
The Crossover Rule, 
enacted by the federal gov-
ernment, allowed students 
to receive two annual Pells 
in a given year.
However, this rule 
has been temporarily 
eliminated by the fed-
eral government. With 
the temporary elimina-
tion, that meant students 
would not receive their 
second annual Pell grant 
for the United States 
Government. 
The National Associa-
tion of  Student Financial 
Aid Administrators had 
to eliminate both the 
Crossover and the second 
annual Pell grant because 
the government could not 
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Junior political science 
major Adam Fridley 
and junior accounting 
and fi ance major 
Jordan Wooldridge play 
cornhole at the college of 
bussinessʼ 43rd birthday 
celebration.
BY SHANE ARRINGTON
THE PARTHENON
The North Central West 
Virginia Chapter of  the 
American Society of  High-
way Engineers announced 
their 2012 scholarship 
recipients at their com-
missioners/scholarship 
awards dinner on April 18. 
Jessica Meadows, Mar-
shall University civil 
engineering student and 
vice-president of  the Mar-
shall’s Chapter of  Society 
of  American Military En-
gineers – American Society 
of  Civil Engineers, was one 
of  three students selected 
among students from all 
over the state to receive a 
$1,5000 scholarship. 
“It felt really good when 
I found out I was awarded 
the scholarship,” Meadows 
said. “Competing against 
students from a lot of  
other universities, I felt my 
chances were pretty slim.”
“Jessica stood out be-
cause of  her willingness to 
work in the highway and 
construction fields, her ac-
ademic achievement, her 
recommendations and her 
determination to go back 
to school while raising a 
family,” said Dennis Le-
Roy, ASHE representative. 
Meadows said her fam-
ily and career goals were 
the two deciding factors 
in her applying for this 
scholarship.
“As a civil engineer-
ing student, I have been 
considering a career in 
construction and bridge 
design from the begin-
ning,” Meadows said. “I 
applied for the scholarship 
because one of  the criteria 
was the desire to work in 
the construction industry 
with emphasis given to 
those interested in highway 
work. Also, I am a non-
traditional student that 
has a 40-mile commute to 
campus. This significantly 
increases the cost of  atten-
dance with such high gas 
and babysitting costs so I 
try to apply for any addi-
tional aid I can.”
Meadows said she 
couldn’t have done this 
alone. She said it was 
only with the help of  the 
on-campus engineer-
ing community that this 
scholarship and other 
opportunities have been 
made possible.
“I’d like to thank the 
engineering department 
for notifying students of  
all the scholarships avail-
able to us year after year,” 
Meadows said. “If  they 
didn’t take the time to send 
out the emails and post the 
flyers, I never would have 
known about the scholar-
ships available to me.”
Applicants for the 
ASHE scholarship re-
quired that applicants 
provide a cover letter in-
troducing themselves, 
expressing professional 
goals, involvement with 
extracurricular activi-
ties and reasons why they 
felt they were deserving 
of  the scholarship. Appli-
cants were also required 
to provide an official tran-
script along with a letter of  
recommendation. 
Shane Arrington can be 
contacted at arrington16@
marshall.edu.
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“Jessica stood out because of her willingness to work in the highway and construction fields, her academic achievement, her recommendations and her determination to go back to school while raising a family.”
	 	 	
>	DENNIS	LEROY
Engineering student receives scholarship
BY ALLYSON WARNER
THE PARTHENON
The annual Donning of  
Kente Celebration will 
take place on Marshall 
Universities campus 
Thursday.  
The celebration will 
take place in the Joan C. 
Edwards Playhouse and 
is presented by the Afri-
can-American Students’ 
Program under the direc-
tion of  Maurice Cooley.
“The Kente ceremo-
nial tradition, with its 
roots centuries ago in 
West Africa, recognizes 
an individual for his or 
her extraordinary accom-
plishments and brings to 
us the spirit of  this event,” 
Cooley, director of  the 
center for African Ameri-
can students’ program, 
said in a press release.  
According to a press re-
lease, there will be three 
different types of  cloths 
for each different degree 
with which the student 
will be graduating.  Owia 
Repue will represent 
the associate’s degrees, 
Babadua for bachelor’s 
degrees, Kyemfere for 
master’s degrees, and 
Akyem Shield for post-
master’s degrees.  
The cultural cloth 
represents a symbol of  
accomplishment that has 
its roots in a long tradi-
tion of  weaving in West 
Donning 
of Kente 
celebration 
approaches
BY TRAVIS EASTER
THE PARTHENON
Several members of  the 
Marshall community gath-
ered Monday evening to 
discuss ways to bring about 
change.
Theta Omega of  Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority 
Inc. hosted a “Stand Your 
Ground for Change” forum 
Monday night.  The forum 
was a continuation of  the 
Justice For Trayvon rally 
that took place in March.
“There’s so much going on 
in the world,” said Andrea 
Booker, president of  Delta 
Sigma Theta.  “We want 
to make the student body 
aware.”
The forum focused on the 
topic of  helping the commu-
nity stop something like the 
killing of  Trayvon Martin 
from happening again.
The panel consisted of  
Marshall graduate and re-
tired director of  the KVC 
Behavioral Healthcare 
Network, Dallas Jones, 
Professor Philip Carter 
of  the Social Work De-
partment and Reverend 
Donte Jackson, pastor of  
the First Baptist Church in 
Huntington. 
Jones spoke of  the im-
portance of  changing the 
environment of  young 
black people to prevent 
what he calls the “men-
tal death” that might be 
caused by factors such as 
under-education or be-
ing instilled with the wrong 
priorities. 
Carter spoke about the 
harm of  labeling people and 
the importance of  getting 
students more involved with 
important issues. 
Rev. Jackson also en-
couraged young people 
to get involved and stay 
involved — even if  a 
movement does not pop 
up for every single issue. 
“We need to wake up – we 
are sleepy,” Jackson said. 
“It’s like nothing moves us 
except for a movement.”
Among the attendees of  the 
forum were many members 
from Students for Appala-
chian Socialism. 
“There’s a multitude of  
oppressed groups in this 
country,” said Huntington 
resident and SAS member 
Nic Eaton. “It’s important 
to bridge those gaps between 
groups, so they work together 
and become a lot stronger.”
Seventeen-year-old 
Trayvon Martin was shot 
in his neighborhood in 
Sanford, Fla., on Feb. 26. 
Alleged shooter George 
Zimmerman claims the 
shooting was in self-de-
fense. Zimmerman was 
charged with second-de-
gree murder and taken into 
custody April 11. At this 
time he is free on bail await-
ing trial. 
Travis Easter can be 
reached at easter14@mar-
shall.edu.
BY HILARY FREEMAN
THE PARTHENON
In August 2011, the Mar-
shall University College of  
Education implemented 
several changes to the way 
they do student teaching 
,and the results are in.
Kristi James, direc-
tor of  clinicals for the 
college of  education, said 
these changes went as 
well as anyone could have 
expected. 
“We have had a lot of  
students really rise to the 
mark in their classrooms 
and in their assessments,” 
James said. “We are always 
trying to improve the pro-
gram, and this is a learning 
year. The faculty, the stu-
dents and the schools all 
have to be on the same page, 
and we are working on that. 
We have a plan to make sure 
we are all singing the same 
song,” James said.
Students seemed to be 
a little confused by the 
changes, but in a transition 
year, this is to be expected.
“The students know what 
to do and how to do it — the 
confusion is just how new 
everything is,” James said. 
“The forms are new, the 
lesson plan was new, the 
teacher-candidate work 
sample was different and 
they only had it for one se-
mester before their level 
three (student teaching).”
But, the college of  edu-
cation is listening to their 
students and are going to 
continue working to better 
the college and students 
for clinicals, James said.
“It will be better next 
semester,” James said. 
“We got some really 
good feedback from our 
students from the focus 
group and seminar — a 
lot of  that feedback, we 
are taking into serious 
consideration,” James 
said.
One of  the new changes 
to the way the college of  
education does things 
is the nomination for 
student teacher of  the year 
awards.
The awards are presented 
by the Professional Develop-
ment Office in Jenkins Hall 
and nominate outstanding 
clinical students for sec-
ondary and elementary 
education, as well as exem-
plary community and school 
involvement.
This year’s winners were 
Ian Ferrell, secondary Eng-
lish major, Beth Brown, 
Elementary K-6, and Kim-
berly Melinsky, Family and 
consumer science major.
Along with these student 
teachers of  the year, Delta 
Kappa Gamma, an educa-
tion sorority, will be giving 
their own award to Kristen 
McKenny, and secondary 
English major for student 
teacher of  the year.
Each winner will be receiv-
ing an award of  $200 and will 
be honored at the College of  
Education April 27. 
Hilary Freeman can be 
contacted at roush89@
marshall.edu. 
Changes to college of education beneficial, director says
Sorority hosts ‘Stand Your Ground 
for Change’ forum Monday night 
TRAVIS EASTER | THE PARTHENON
TOP: Students gather Monday night to attend the “Stand Your Ground for Change” forum. The event was 
hosted by Theta Omega of the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. LEFT: Professor Philip Carter of the  Social 
Work Department addresses students at the forum Monday.
See KENTE I  Page 5
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The tearing down of  the 
Veterans Memorial Field-
house has been postponed 
because of  the reviewing of  
the project by the State His-
toric Preservation Office.
The State Historic Preser-
vation is looking to restore 
the Fieldhouse to keep the 
historic significance in West 
Virginia.
The 62-year-old building 
will need up to $3 or $4 mil-
lion in repair, such as the 
need of  a new roof  if  plans 
change to restore the historic 
building.
The reason for the tearing 
down of  the Veterans Memo-
rial Fieldhouse is to build a 
new soccer complex for Mar-
shall’s men’s and women’s 
soccer teams. 
A meeting took place on 
the campus in the Memorial 
Student Center to explain 
the plans and progress of  the 
new soccer complex.
The total budget for the 
new complex will be approxi-
mately $5.4 million and will 
cover 164,278 gross square 
feet. 
A turf  field, spectator seat-
ing, team room and locker 
room facilities, lighting 
press box and public address 
system will make up the soc-
cer complex.
Rita Perry, Huntington 
citizen grew up using the 
Fieldhouse. 
“Marshall has grown in 
other areas, why not the soc-
cer department?” Perry said.
“The building had been a 
great thing for what is was 
at the time and I have mixed 
feelings about it being torn 
down,” Perry said. “I had 
good memories there. I saw 
Holiday on Ice, watched the 
Globe Trotters, saw little 
Richard at my Homecoming 
and watched a high school 
playoff  basketball game.”
“When they built the Big 
Sandy Arena, it took a lot of  
events away from the Field-
house,” Perry said.
Before the reconsidera-
tion of  the project, there 
was a farewell ceremony for 
the Field House to honor the 
significance the building has 
had on the community.
An alumni basketball 
game took place, which many 
players from Marshall’s past 
showed up to play for the last 
event to take place in Veter-
ans Memorial Fieldhouse.
The green and white show-
down started with a small 
ceremony honoring all of  the 
veterans.
Many alumni, such as 
Hal Greer and Russell Lee, 
showed up to the Fieldhouse 
to play one last game.
Some citizens of  Hun-
tington said they are 
disappointed to know the 
building which holds so 
much history is going to be 
torn down while others are 
excited to see what is in store 
for the new facility.
This project has caused 
the conflict also with the 
schedule for both the men 
and women’s soccer teams.
Most of  the games for each 
team’s season will be af-
fected by having no place to 
play in Huntington because 
of  the delay of  the building 
of  the new complex.
The majority of  the games 
will be played as away 
games, and they will have 
to play the small number 
of  home games they have in 
Charleston.
BY SHANE ARRINGTON
THE PARTHENON
Brian Morgan is an 
integrated science and tech-
nology professor by day, 
but when he’s not teaching 
students the ways of  com-
puter programming, he 
often finds himself  in tight 
spaces — surrounded by 
people and TV monitors.  
“I am a freelancer who 
gets recruited to work 
college football, basketball 
and baseball games,” Mor-
gan said. “It depends on the 
game, but I’ve done official 
stats, been an associate pro-
ducer and what’s called a 
font coordinator – various 
roles for various sporting 
events for the past 19 years 
or so.”
Morgan’s love of  college 
sports and his playing an 
active role in them goes 
back even further than that.
“My mom and dad were 
the official statspeople for 
Marshall’s Sports Informa-
tion Department,” Morgan 
said. “From the time they 
were in college until the 
time I was coming to Mar-
shall as a freshman, so the 
joke with my mom is that I 
was raised under the scores 
table at the Field House.”
As he got older, Morgan 
moved from being under the 
scores table, to at it, work-
ing alongside his parents.
“As I got older I would 
just sit there and start keep-
ing my own stats – like how 
many points a certain player 
would score and stuff  like 
that,” Morgan said. “When 
I was 12 the person who re-
corded all the stats into the 
official NCAA book who had 
to be sent to the NCAA for 
tallying stats had retired. 
The sports information 
director at the time ap-
proached my dad and asked 
‘do you think Brian can do 
this,’ and my dad said yes.”
So at 12 years old, Morgan 
had officially moved up from 
his play area under a col-
lege scores table and into a 
position that would add pro-
fessional experience to the 
already firm sports founda-
tion laid by his parents.
“I started doing the of-
ficial stats for football, 
and that carried over into 
basketball when I started 
keeping minutes for wom-
en’s basketball games,” 
Morgan said. “There was 
no record at the time, but 
they were pretty sure I was 
the youngest statistician 
in the country. I’m pretty 
sure there’s never been 
anyone younger even now, 
but I guess you never know. 
It’s not like it’s a stat such 
as Roger Maris’ homerun 
record.”
Morgan would continue 
to play his role as teenage 
statistician until the age of  
17. It was then his love for 
baseball and his employ-
ment with Marshall would 
come into conflict. 
“I was a baseball man 
in high school and was re-
cruited by Marshall to play 
for them,” Morgan said. 
“When I was 17, there was 
a discussion of  my being re-
cruited came up and just so 
happens the NCAA compli-
ance officer had overheard 
the discussion and said 
that’s probably illegal since 
I worked doing stats and 
getting paid by Marshall and 
was recruited to play here 
at Marshall. I had to quit 
doing stats, and there was 
a whole NCAA investiga-
tion opened up in the early 
90s and if  you look back in 
the records of  eligibility of  
a baseball player, it’s me. 
I’m an unnamed person — 
of  course — because the 
names and all that kind of  
stuff  are anonymous, but it 
was regarding me.”
When the investigated 
MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON
Plans have been halted on the demolition of Veterans Memorial Fieldhouse as the State Historic Perservation Office reviews the building.
Plans remain halted at Veterans Memorial Fieldhouse
MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON
Brian Morgan, right, instructs Shawn Knapp on a flight simulator. Morgan, full-time professor at Marshall, 
spends his off-duty time working as a statistician for various broadcasting companies. 
BY JARROD CLAY
THE PARTHENON
With just two practices 
remaining in the five-week 
spring season for the Mar-
shall football team, one unit 
has stood out above the rest: 
The wide receivers.
On any given day, Mar-
shall’s receiving corps is 
deep in numbers, and when 
the entire group is healthy is 
into double figure. Normally 
when there are who many 
players at one position, there 
are always a few that are 
never expected to see the 
field. 
Not this time. Not with 
this unit. From top to bot-
tom, the Thundering Herd 
receivers have impressed all 
spring and have taken over 
as the most talented unit on 
the team. 
“If  you had to take one 
group right now and say 
that’s the most improved 
group on this football field, 
you’re probably going to say 
it’s that group of  wide re-
ceivers,” said Marshall head 
football coach Doc Holliday. 
“We’ve got some athletes out 
there running around. When 
you add them together, it’s a 
pretty talented group.”
At the start of  the 2011 sea-
son, it seemed as though the 
receiving corps was a two 
man show in Aaron Dobson 
and Antavious Wilson. How-
ever, as the season went on, 
a new receiver stepped up 
seemingly every weekend. 
Receivers such as Tommy 
Shuler, Jermaine Kelson 
and Demetrius Evans saw 
playing time and success 
continue to rise as the sea-
son went on. Now in Spring 
2012, the Marshall receiving 
corps said they are looking 
to use that success to aim for 
even more.
“I feel like we have a great 
combination on the field, and 
I feel we are just going to be 
able to put a lot of  pressure 
on the defense,” said senior 
receiver Aaron Dobson. 
Dobson is a part of  the 
self  proclaimed “Double-A 
Highway” with Antavious 
Wilson — a duo that proved 
to be a handful for oppos-
ing secondaries last fall. The 
two succeed, not necessarily 
because they are better than 
their opponents, but because 
they work well together. 
While Dobson is usually 
the guy stretching the de-
fense and running the deep 
routes, Wilson is more of  a 
possession receiver who can 
find a whole in the defense 
on every down. When the 
Marshall professor moonlights as official stat keeper
MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON
Senior Antavious Wilson catches a pass during the Herd’s scrimmage 
Saturday. Wilson and senior Aaron Dobson lead the receiving corps.
ABOVE THE REST
Marshall receivers lead the way through spring
See RECEIVERS  I  Page 5
See STATS  I  Page 5
See FIELDHOUSE  I  Page 5
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EDITORIAL
BP should be held accountable for 
the lingering effects of  the Gulf  spill
It’s been two nearly two years since the Deep Water 
Horizon oil spill in the Gulf  of  Mexico and the issues that 
the company responsible — British Petroleum — says 
are resolved are proving to be wrong. In recent studies 
on the Gulf  spill, researchers have found that the long-
term effects of  the spill on aquatic life in are far-reaching 
and exceed what was expected. Mutated shrimp have 
been discovered after reports came in from fishermen in 
the Gulf; clawless crabs have also been reported. These 
specimens have been tested and what was found in them 
is quite disturbing: Crude oil and a dispersant used to 
eliminate the oil in the Gulf  where found in sea life taken 
out of  the Gulf. Yet, if  one sees BP’s public relations cam-
paign that claims the Gulf  has been fully restored and 
experiencing prosperity, one would believe that all is good 
on the Gulf. 
The industry the people of  the Gulf  depend upon is 
fishing. It is their livelihood. And with these recent revela-
tions in the Deep Water Horizon spill, that livelihood is 
now further endangered and the health of  seafood con-
sumers is also being jeopardized. Not only did BP put 
profit before human life and cause the initial explosion 
that killed 11 workers, they are now attempting to equivo-
cate and say they are responsible for restoring the Gulf  
to its original state of  economic prosperity. No executives 
have been charged with any crimes. However, one of  the 
largest class-action lawsuits was filed and won, resulting in 
BP paying billions in damages to residents of  the Gulf. It 
still seems as if  money and damages being paid have dis-
tracted and pulled the attention off  of  many executives at 
BP who should face trial. 
The recent revelation of  mutated sea life due to the oil 
spill BP is responsible for should serve as a spring board 
for holding large corporations accountable. In an age 
where corporations rule, it is up to the courts and the 
people of  this country to provide critical oversight to the 
activities of  these entities that so often result in more suf-
fering than good. 
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Last week, I was foisted 
into two separate situa-
tions where I had to report 
on protests.  The first was 
for the raising of  tuition by 
the Board of  the Governors 
and the second one was a 
feminist demonstration on 
the corner of  Hal Greer and 
Fifth Avenue.  
At the tuition hike, I saw 
a total of  seven protestors 
and I do not know if  the 
feminist protest happened, 
because I showed up at the 
place and time and saw 
lawn work.  
These two instances 
are only symptomatic of  
a much larger trend I’ve 
noticed in my two years at 
Marshall University.  We 
lack any sort of  serious ac-
tivism (that brief  window 
of  Occupation in Fall 2011 
withstanding) and that quite 
frankly scares the hell out 
of  me.  
Do you ever complain 
about the state of  our 
world?  Whether it is the 
ongoing recession, the 
war in Afghanistan, global 
warming, federal debt, abor-
tion, gun control, marijuana 
legalization, gay marriage 
or Michael Bay’s rendi-
tion of  the Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles, we all will 
inevitably complain about 
something.  
Do you ever wonder why 
we’ve gotten to this sorry 
state of  affairs?  Because 
we haven’t done anything 
about it.  
We did not create this 
situation.  It was created 
by every generation that 
preceded us and our contri-
bution to it is minimal.  
However, as we grow 
older and gain more 
responsibility, we must re-
alize that we as a generation 
hold a collective responsi-
bility for what happens in 
our country and our world.  
The first step to taking this 
collective responsibility is 
stepping up and speaking 
out against that which we 
think is wrong.  
Notice I’m not asking 
you to protest a particular 
thing.  Whether you’re more 
comfortable occupying or 
tea partying makes no dif-
ference to me.  What does is 
matter is foisting yourself  
into the public arena and 
taking up the cause you be-
lieve in.  
“I’m too busy!” you may 
scoff  and rightfully so.  
We’re all busy.  We all have 
our jobs, our loved ones 
and our schoolwork to at-
tend to. I know how it is.  
However time can be made 
for our causes.  Skip go-
ing to the game and go to 
a letter-writing workshop.  
Save the 10 bucks you’d 
blow at the movies and find 
a protest.  Educate your-
self  about issues when you 
have down time.  
I know activism isn’t 
for everyone, because I’m 
someone who has tried and 
learned.  However, there 
still are many ways you can 
become involved in trying 
to change things. 
 I’ve decided to write 
for the newspaper and my 
opinion columns have al-
lowed me to express myself  
in the public realm.  The In-
ternet can allow you air your 
grievances.  You can also 
volunteer for political cam-
paigns, write to your state 
and federal representatives 
or volunteer at a charity 
organization.  
So don’t let this world get 
the better of  you.  Raise hell 
until either justice or death.  
 Henry Culvyhouse can 
be contacted culvyhouse@
marshall.edu. 
In defense of student activism
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In response to the article 
“Natural Gas: Ruining your 
drinking water and liveli-
hood,”  I would like to speak 
up for the other side of  this 
issue.
 I am a strong believer that 
everybody is entitled to their 
own opinion, but with issues 
like this both sides need to 
be represented. With that be-
ing said, I also believe that 
opinions need to have proven 
facts to support them.  
All energy production 
comes with some risk.  All 
other sources of  energy 
in this country have their 
naysayers, too, as well as 
detrimental consequences 
to the environment and the 
people who live close by. 
Even proponents of  wind 
and solar energy have people 
who oppose this form of  en-
ergy and are aware of  the 
limitations of  this resource 
when it comes to fuel and 
heating our homes.  
This country has an in-
satiable need for energy 
especially fuel, for our cars 
and  it only grows each day. 
The natural gas industry 
is dedicated to safe and re-
sponsible development in 
every step of  the process. 
Companies are now volun-
tarily disclosing chemicals 
through state based reg-
istry fracfocus.org, and 
many states are requiring 
disclosure with the full sup-
port of  industry. Fourteen 
thousand wells are now 
registered and over 100,000 
people have visited the site. 
Natural gas is an abun-
dant and domestic form of  
energy and is cleaner than 
any other conventional fuel. 
 It is the only fuel of  
adequate scale that can 
advance the use of  renew-
ables like wind and solar on 
days when the sun does not 
shine or the wind does not 
blow.
In addition, the natural 
gas industry is creating jobs 
at an unprecedented rate 
which leads to an increase 
in jobs in other fields as 
well.  According to an article 
from The State Journal on 
June 17, 2011 it is projected 
there will be “an additional 
19,000 Marcellus shale jobs 
in West Virginia by 2015.” 
According to the study, the 
natural gas industry as a 
whole had a $12 billion eco-
nomic impact on the state’s 
economy in 2009.
The industry employed 
about 9,900 people and paid 
more than $550 million in 
wages. Marcellus shale de-
velopment also led to the 
creation of  7,600 jobs in 
2009, including direct and 
indirect employment in in-
dustries such as mining, 
construction and social 
services.” 
As a point of  clarification 
the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency did not find 
levels of  contamination that 
warranted EPA action.
As I said, everyone has an 
opinion on hot issues like 
this one, but it is important 
to educate yourself  fully be-
fore taking such a one-sided 
stance .
Addressing the issues of  
energy and its production 
is too vital to our future 
and viable answers must be 
found to solve these issues 
in many arenas.  
    
 –– Adam Nuckols
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African countries. There 
are 50 graduates taking 
place in this ceremony, 
along with deans, faculty, 
and staff.  
Cooley said in a press re-
lease the Donning of  Kente 
Celebration of  Achieve-
ment is one of  the most 
prestigious and culturally 
significant events in which 
Marshall’s African and Af-
rican American students 
can participate. 
After the ceremony a re-
ception will immediately 
follow for participants and 
for those in attendance. 
The ceremony will begin at 
5:15 p.m. 
Allyson Warner can be 
contacted at warner65@
marshall.edu.
Congress airing so much 
rhetoric about making college 
more affordable,” Fridley 
said. “All the while trying 
to slash federal Pell Grant 
awards that would affect 
61,000 West Virginia college 
bound students, and sitting in 
gridlock while interest rates 
on college loans threaten to 
double in the coming months. 
What we need at this criti-
cal moment is for Congress 
to put themselves aside and 
stand up for the future of  this 
country, by paving a more 
affordable road to higher 
education.”
President Obama plans on 
speaking to students directly 
at the University of  Iowa on 
Wednesday, according to a 
press released distributed by 
the White House.
Extending Pell grants to 
three million more students, 
signing a tax credit worth 
up to $10,000 to help middle-
class families cover the cost 
of  tuition and eliminating a 
major expense for young peo-
ple by allowing young adults 
to stay on their parent’s 
health insurance plans until 
they’re 26 are some of  the 
steps Obama said he has al-
ready taken to make college 
more affordable  
“But there’s clearly more 
work to be done,” Obama 
said. “And that’s why I’m 
going to colleges across the 
country.  I want to talk to stu-
dents right now about how we 
can make higher education 
more affordable, and what’s 
at stake right now if  Con-
gress doesn’t do something 
about it.”
Obama said he is going to 
take this issue to every part 
of  the country.
“I’m going to keep focusing 
on it until Congress passes 
legislation to keep interest 
rates low and to continue to 
give students the chance to 
get the college education they 
need for the jobs of  today, but 
also for the jobs of  tomor-
row,” Obama said.
The White House will also 
kick off  a social media cam-
paign using Twitter and the 
hashtag #DontDoubtMy-
Rate, Facebook and Google+. 
Zachary Morris can be 
contacted at morris243@
Marshall.edu
According to the NASFAA, 
they have been assured that 
the department will re-
solve this issue. “Pending 
a resolution, some schools 
are reporting internal pro-
cessing conflicts and are 
therefore packaging summer 
financial aid using crossover 
regulations.”
Kathy Bialk, director of  
financial assistance said it 
made things much better 
for her and her staff  when 
the federal government took 
away the Crossover Rule.
“Without the Crossover 
Rule, this takes away stu-
dents second annual Pell 
Grant, therefore makes 
things very difficult on our 
part,” Bialk said.
“That was a good thing 
that they eliminated the 
Crossover, because that 
would have forced us to take 
out 2012/2013, but we didn’t 
have two annual Pells any-
more,” Bialk said.
Without the two annual 
Pell Grants that would take 
away a student’s both Spring 
and Fall awards. This prob-
lem falls into the Office 
of  Financial Assistance’s 
hands, because they do not 
have the appropriations 
to give out two annual Pell 
Grants anymore.
“Our biggest concern is 
that the government can sus-
pend this rule at any minute, 
any hour, any day,” Bialk 
said.
Students who receive an-
nual Pell Grants from the 
Federal Government for 
their financial aid said they 
are used to things and poli-
cies such as this occurring. 
Ricky Adams an undecided 
freshman from Centreville, 
V.a. said he is upset with the 
sudden change to his source 
of  aid. 
“My family and I rely on 
the financial aid to help pay 
for my tuition now, and I feel 
like it is being taken away 
from us,” Adams said.
This problem falls into the 
hands of  the staff  in the Of-
fice of  Financial Assistance 
which gives them a bad rep-
utation, when really it is all 
up to the government’s final 
decision. 
Mike Bianco a sports mar-
keting junior from Barnegat, 
NJ said he sees changes such 
as these all the time. 
“I have seen this before 
with my older sister when 
she was at Seton Hall,” Bi-
anco said. Things happen, 
government makes changes, 
and you just have to be ready 
with a backup plan.” 
Bialk and her staff  said 
they don’t have any control 
over the government’s deci-
sion making through this 
entire process. All they can 
do is assess and help out any 
student that walks through 
their doors. 
Andrew Frobel can be con-
tacted at frobel@marshall.
edu.
developed an energy 
management major, an in-
ternational business and 
foreign language double 
major and a new risk man-
agement minor.
Kelsea Ring, senior physi-
cal education and health 
education double major, said 
that even though she isn’t 
part of  the COB, the event 
was a great way to attract 
and advertise to prospective 
students.
“If  someone is undecided 
as a major is walking by 
and looking at the college of  
business event, they can see 
that it is inviting and wel-
coming,” Ring said. “It’s a 
way for students to learn 
about the college, so they 
might join or look into as a 
possible major.”
Abigail Mangus, junior 
marketing major, said the 
birthday celebration allowed 
students and faculty to inter-
act on a more personal level 
outside of  the classroom. 
“I think this brings the stu-
dents and faculty together, 
so it’s possible to get to know 
people within the business 
school,” Mangus said. “It 
helps to come by an check it 
out because there is paper-
work about majors and just 
what it can do to benefit you. 
I think it would be great for 
those who are undecided.”
McVey said, the turnout 
was what they had hoped for, 
and thought that they had 
fulfilled the goal of  spread-
ing the word about the 
College of  Business.
Marshall University devel-
oped the College of  Business 
in 1969. 
Frances Lazell can be con-
tacted at lazell2@marshall.
edu 
The women’s soccer head 
coach Kevin Long has been 
looking forward to the new 
soccer complex.
“I am extremely excited 
that our administration is 
making the soccer complex 
a top priority in our athletic 
facilities,” Long said. “As 
far as the delay goes, I don’t 
feel about it because I wasn’t 
sure how set in stone the date 
was for the finished prod-
uct, I’m just excited that it is 
happening.”
The Veterans Memo-
rial Fieldhouse has been 
home to many events from 
sports to entertainment 
as well as housing memo-
ries to many Huntington 
citizens.
Only time will tell if  the 
new soccer complex will con-
tain the same memories that 
have shaped the Huntington 
area by the 62-year-old his-
torical Fieldhouse.
Kristine Culicerto can be 
contacted at culicerto4@
marshall.edu.
concluded, the NCAA deter-
mined Morgan couldn’t be 
given a scholarship to play 
baseball for Marshall. So he 
walked on, made the team 
and played anyway. He took 
a short break from keeping 
stats, but it wasn’t long be-
fore he found himself  back 
at the scores table.
“One day when I was 18 
and a freshman I received 
a phone call,” Morgan said. 
“They said a Marshall foot-
ball game was going to 
broadcast on TV and since 
I had experience keeping 
stats they asked me if  I’d 
be interested in working 
the game and keeping stats 
for television. At that time 
there was no conflict and so 
I said yes.”
Getting Morgan back be-
hind the scores table was 
complex twist of  fate. It was 
only after a cameraman got 
sick, the stats guy moved 
to man the camera and the 
company running the show 
found themselves needing 
someone with stat keeping 
experience that cause them 
to make the call to the young 
18-year-old. It worked out 
in his favor though said 
Morgan – because he’s been 
doing stats since then.  
“I started off  working 
for a little company called 
Creative Productions in 
Huntington doing Marshall 
football games,” Morgan 
said. “A couple years later 
Creative Productions was 
bought by ESPN and so I 
started working for them 
doing football and bas-
ketball games not only for 
Marshall, but other schools 
in the area such as UK and 
Virginia Tech. In 1997 I did 
13 football games, which 
means I did a game almost 
every weekend while travel-
ing up and down the East 
coast.”
As has been the norm 
for Morgan, working foot-
ball expanded again into 
basketball. He has worked 
Division II and III National 
Championships and one AA 
National Championship for 
CBS. 
Morgan said there are a 
couple of  factors in his rise 
from tiny regional produc-
tions to nationally televised 
broadcasts produced by 
various companies includ-
ing CBS, FOX and ESPN. 
First obviously being his 
parent submersing him into 
the world he loves, and sec-
ondly, his background in 
computers.
“I wrote my own stats 
programs for basketball 
and football,” Morgan said. 
“After writing those pro-
grams they knew if  they 
hired me for their shows 
they didn’t have to hire a 
second stats guy, they’d save 
money and they knew they 
would get what they needed 
quickly for TV. So I was ac-
tually keeping stats with 
a computer before ESPN 
and those guys bring their 
whole MIS departments to 
ballgames to keep stats.”
Morgan’s knowledge of  
stats helped him move up 
to spots as an associate pro-
ducer and font coordinator. 
He said his years of  doing 
stats, as well as paying at-
tention to what was going 
on around him and seeing 
how all the various people 
handled their jobs, made it 
a natural progression. 
“Being a stats guy doesn’t 
really give creative free-
dom,” Morgan said. “But 
has an associate producer 
you have more license to 
do what you want when 
you want. And because of  
your experience they know 
you’re not going to do a 
good job and not step on 
anyone’s toes.”
Being a full-time profes-
sor at Marshall and having 
a family makes for an al-
ready busy schedule, but 
Morgan said sports is in his 
blood and there’s always 
time for stats.
“I’m just a sports nut,” 
Morgan said. “And there’s 
something about seeing it in 
the booth or truck that you 
just can’t get anywhere else. 
When you’re watching in 
person you see only the an-
gle you’re sitting at. On TV 
you see only the few angles 
they show you. When I’m 
working, I see every angle 
you can imagine. There’s 
nothing like it.”
Morgan said he also loves 
the job because he has the 
chance to bring new peo-
ple into the industry. He’s 
helped some of  his students 
get jobs and has traveled 
the country with his dad 
and brother working on 
games. He said he’s not one 
to push his kids, but if  they 
decide they’d like to join 
him they can when they are 
old enough. 
“It’s great to be able to 
travel with family,” Morgan 
said. “It’s a thrilling expe-
rience not only to do the 
games but for family ties as 
well.”
Shane Arrington can be 
contacted at arrington16@
marshall.edu.
combination of Wilson and 
Dobson is on the field, a de-
fense no longer has the ability 
to key in on one receiver. 
“They (Dobson and Wil-
son) really complement each 
other very well,” said Mar-
shall wide receivers coach 
Gerad Parker. “Antavious is 
a different guy, but he’s still 
effective and he’s made a lot 
of  plays on this field for us 
through the years, and has 
become a leader for us.” 
The combination of  Dob-
son and Wilson gives the 
team the ability to do more 
than just catch passes. With 
so many other talented play-
ers at receiver, the two are 
able to stretch out opposing 
defenses and make holes 
in which other receivers to 
settle. 
Opposing secondaries 
are forced to put so much 
attention on the duo that 
players such as Shuler and 
Kelson will be able to thrive 
in the Herd’s new fast-paced 
offense. 
“They (Dobson and Wil-
son) have to stretch the field 
because I feel we have slot 
guys that can go and make 
plays as well,” Parker said. 
“We’re going in very confi-
dent. I know that and they 
know that.”
When fall comes around 
Dobson will be one of  the 
lone seniors on this Thun-
dering Herd team, and 
Parker said he has to con-
tinue to improve not only as 
a player, but a leader as well. 
“He’s (Dobson) got to be-
come a coach on the field 
as well as a player,” Parker 
said. “I like having that guy 
in my room. We have huge 
expectations for our re-
ceivers as a whole and him 
individually and he knows 
that.”
For the entirety of  spring 
practice, the Marshall wide 
receivers have improved 
every day. Conventional 
thought would say that with 
a unit the size as the Herd 
receivers, practice would be 
a confused mess. However, 
this is not the case. 
In a spring that has left 
the Herd riddled with in-
juries, the receivers have 
stayed healthy, which has 
allowed them to take ad-
vantage of  every snap they 
have had. 
“We like our depth,” 
Parker said. “It allows us 
to get a lot done and get 
through spring practice 
and keep guys healthy. With 
more guys, we’re obviously 
able to do more drills and 
work with each other more 
and get our guys better.”
Not only has the receiver 
corps been able to improve 
individually and as a whole, 
but the players have been 
able to mesh as a unit. 
It’s hard to imagine over 
ten college football play-
ers, all battling for the same 
position on the field all get-
ting along, but this is not the 
usual group of  players. 
Going all the way back 
to last season and now into 
spring, the Marshall receivers 
have meshed well and put the 
team before their personal 
goals. 
“We got good chemistry 
with each other,” said fresh-
man Jazz King. “We know 
how each other take criticism 
and how to talk to each other, 
and we’ve just grown closer to 
each other than last season.”
The Herd has one more 
practice before its spring 
season concludes Saturday 
with the annual Green-White 
game.
Jarrod Clay can be con-
tacted at clay105@live.
marshall.edu.
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